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have been altered ; but I think that, had the author written it in a calmer frame of mind, he would have expressed himself in a style more akin to that of Beyond Good and Evil In the latter book, he never'forgot to mention what a boon Christianity has always been and can still be, as a religion for the masses.
Some personal details concerning my brother's attitude towards Christianity will no doubt be of interest. As he was always so careful to avoid hurting the feelings of those with whom he came into contact, it is not surprising that on the whole he rarely voiced his opinions on the subject. In 1871, when he was still under the spell of Schopenhauer, he writes to Freiherr von Gersdorff:
" That analysis of the relation between religion and philosophy, which you mention, is certainly one of the painful duties of life. If we are summoned to that duty, we should arm ourselves with wisdom and gentleness. In such conflicts, it is always so difficult to avoid animosity ; whereas, after all, in the great darkness of existence, it is here that the real domain of pity lies. Through your actions, at any rate, you should always emphasize your heartfelt assent to the dogma of love and pity. This is the safe bridge that can be thrown even across such chasms.
" Furthermore, there is a noble art of knowing when to be silent about such matters. Speech is a hazardous thing, and on these occasions one seldom finds the right word. What a lot there is that one must not say! Views on religion and philosophy, in particular, should be tabooed. They are the roots of our thought and desire, and hence should not be dragged out into the garish light of day."
He had, moreover, a real liking for sincere, pious Christians. Especially as regards piety, all who had intercourse with him at B&le will concur with my statement. There was a mutual attraction between him and those who really took their Christianity seriously. Accordingly he writes : " My attack on Christianity is not due to any personal grievance; I have always had a friendly feeling towards earnest Christians. Though an out-and-